
Principal’s Corner 
Dear Wildcats, 

It's GROW TIME! 

The third nine weeks have been challenging due to the covid surge and extreme 
weather. However, our staff and students have persevered and continued 
working on goals and showing growth. Our fifth graders recently went to 
STARBASE, where they participated in STEM activities all week long. Each week 
our Student of the Week gets to go to our student store (Wildcat Headquarters). 
Our very own Valentino Curasi participated in the Kanawha County Spelling 
Bee! The Santa Shop was a very successful PTO fundraiser. We are so thankful 
for our volunteers that helped make this successful! 

We have some fun and exciting things coming up these next few weeks. In 
February, we will be celebrating Black History Month. Our fifth graders will 
participate in a Martin Luther King Jr. essay contest. We will also be having a 
Math Family Night and a Book Fair. Our kickoff for the Jump rope for Heart 
Association will kick off this month. We are also excited to partner with Read 
Aloud. They will be giving each of our students a free book to take home with 
them. Spring and class pictures will be on Feb. 23rd. 

Please remember covid information such as the number of positives will no 
longer be given on school callouts. The information will be given on Schoology. 
Please continue to help us get your child to school every day, on time, and with 
their fully charged iPad.  

Lastly, I want to thank the MCSWSE staff for working so hard every day to 
ensure that our students grow socially and academically through these 
challenging times. 

As the weather gets warmer, I hope everyone stays safe and healthy.  

If you have any questions, please contact me on Schoology, by email at 
dnspencer@mail.kana.k12.wv.us, or you can call the school at (304) 349-1902.  

Kindest Regards, 

Destiny Spencer  
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Upcoming 
Events 

Wednesday, 2/16/22 
• NO SCHOOL for students 
   Professional Learning Day 

Wednesday, 2/23/22 
• Class and Spring Pictures 

2/21-25/22 

• Book Fair 

Thursday, 2/24/22 

• Family Night, 5:00-7:00p.m. 

Friday, 3/4/22 
• End of 3rd Nine Weeks 

3/7-11/22 

• Spring Break - NO SCHOOL 

Monday, 3/14/22 

• 4th Nine Weeks Begins 

Tuesday, 3/15/22 
• Title I Family Night  
    @ Clay Center 

Friday, 3/18/22 

• Report Cards go home 
    Awards Assembly 

Thursday, 3/24/22 

• Preschool Application Fair, 
8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

Thursday, 3/31/22 

• All County Chorus Concert 
   @ Municipal Auditorium 

Thursday, 4/14/22 

• Midterms
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Classroom News 
Preschool 

Preschool has finished our Study Starter Units on Boxes, 
Clothes, and Shadows. During our Box Study Starter we 
explored different ways to use boxes. We had a cardboard 
gingerbread house in our classroom that we colored 
during the month of December. Incorporated in the 
clothes unit was the theme of bears/hibernation. We had 
a pop-up tent in our classroom we used as a Bear’s Den to 
explain  hibernation. Our unit on shadows was so much 
fun! We kept our lights off in the mornings and gave each 
student a mini flashlight. They walked around our 
classroom to explore how shadows are made. Our current 
reading and math goals are for our preschool students to 
be able to identify 13 out of 26 letters and be able to 
count to 10. Our preschool students are doing an 
excellent job writing their first names, identifying basic 
shapes and primary colors. We look forward to our 
upcoming study starter units and meeting more goals.  

Kindergarten 

In Reading: We will continue to work on short/long 
vowel patterns; study word Consonant Vowel Consonant 
(CVC) families. We will continue to practice 
discriminating the sounds that make up words. At this 
point your child should be able to identify letters/sounds 
for A-Z. We are practicing kindergarten sight words daily. 

In Math: We are counting to 75 by 1’s and to 100 by 10’s 
We now will be practicing writing our numbers 11 to 15. 
We are adding/subtracting numbers to10 and learning 
Place Value for 2 digit numbers. 

First Grade  

We hope you are doing fantastic and first grade has been 
so much fun to teach this year! It is exciting watching 
your children learn to read and learning more about 
adding and subtracting. Your child is slowly becoming 
more independent and able to do his/her own work 
which is a joy to see. Please continue to take time at 
home to read with your children. We have many great 
readers and have seen much improvement over the last 
few months. However, reading at home with your kids 
will only enhance their daily experiences at school and 
other areas of their life. When students are given the 
opportunity to read at school and at home, it enables 
them to become more aware of the world around them 
and develop a lifelong love for reading and learning! 
There are many exciting things going on this month as 
well as many great learning opportunities! 

Academic skills you can expect of your first grader:

• Decode and spell words with vowel y, long e 
spelled with e and ee, open syllables, final ed, r-
controlled vowels, trigraphs like dge, and etc.  

• Practice decoding words with digraphs like sh in 
shark or ph in phone  

• Read and write high-frequency words such as there 
and together 

• Read aloud first-grade books with accuracy and 
understanding 

• Be able to retell a story from beginning to end 

• Learn how to tell and write time in hours and half-
hours using analog and digital clocks. 

• Practice organizing, representing, interpreting data 
with up to three categories; ask and answer 
questions about the total number of data points, 
how many in each category and how many more or 
less are in one category than in another. 

Second Grade 

We want to welcome our new 2nd grade teacher Ms. 
Wells. Our thoughts & prayers are still with Mrs. 
Huffman. 

We spent January working on subtraction. Now we are 
working on counting money. We are also enjoying some 
fables and legends. 

Third Grade 

This month we will be covering more historical fiction. 
We will be reading the story Little House on the Prairie. 
We are also still working on suffixes, prefixes, writing 
skills, and punctuation marks. In math, we will be 
applying new properties to multiplication equations. For 
example, we are going to learn about associative 
property. We will be celebrating Black History month for 
the month February. 

Fourth Grade 

Half-way there! Fourth graders have been very busy 
achieving their goals! In English we are working to learn 
more about realistic fiction and reading texts that help 
students compare and contrast point of views. In 
addition, we are working very hard on improving our 
writing skills by using elements of narrative writing to 
write realistic fiction stories. In math, we are dedicated to 
mastering our basic facts. We are currently learning about 
patterns and sequences by generating and analyzing 
them. We hope to master the long division process soon! 
Several of our students are already meeting our school 
wide goal of achieving .50 gains in SuccessMaker for 
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Reading and Math and 
the rest of us are so close! 
Before we wrap up, we 
would like to give a 
special shout out to one 
of our very own fourth 
graders, Valentino Curasi 
on being Mary C Snow's 
Spelling Bee winner and 
he represented us so well 
at the Kanawha County 
Spelling Bee. Way to go 
Valentino!  

Fifth Grade 

In 5th grade, we are working hard to achieve our goals. 
We have been learning about patterns, numerical 
expressions and solving equations using the order of 
operations, as well as informational text concepts and 
structures. Students recently had the chance to be 
Chemists and Scientists at STARBASE Academy, which is 
a nationwide STEAM program with the Department of 
Defense. We have also begun our LIFT (Leadership, 
Initiative, Fortitude, Teamwork) program, which allows 
students to learn about the criminal justice system, legal 
career options, refusal/communication skills and general 
life skills. 

Special Education  

As we progress into the 3rd nine weeks, parents please 
continue to check you child's folders for any papers that 
need to be signed and returned to the school. 

Special Olympics is hopefully set to return this year, more 
information will be sent home when available. 

5th grade parents we will have your child's move up 
meeting in April, this is to help them move up to the 
middle school. 

Ms. Lynch, Mrs. Fryson, Ms. Katie and Ms. Metzger want 
to wish all our students and parents a happy Valentines 
Day and we are so proud of all the progress and successes 
you have had this year. 

Title I Math 
It’s an exciting time of the year for the Title 1 Math 
department! On February 8th two of our students (Trinity 
Flecha and Jamison Hunt) will be representing MCSWSE 
at the countywide Math Field Day. We are also working 
with 3rd-5th graders to help prepare them for the 
WVGSA in the Spring. In the primary grades, we continue 
to work with students to instill a strong understanding of 
number sense to set them up for success in the future 

Title I Reading  
The classroom teachers and Title I reading teachers have 
been working together to assess students in Literacy 
Footprints, which identifies the current reading level for 
each student. These levels are used to form Reading 
groups during the daily Small Group reading time. We 
are pleased to see that the trend is that the skill levels are 
increasing. Also, Title I has received a group of new 
books for this Small Group reading time, which is a time 
each day that a Title I teacher goes into a classroom to 
support reading groups. These books were a welcomed 
purchase because we were in need of additional higher 
level books for this intervention time. FYI - Some of you 
may be aware that one of the Title I Reading teachers, 
Mrs. Duffy, was recently injured and that she will be out 
of school until her broken foot heals enough to be able to 
return to school. In the meantime, we are so very pleased 
to have an experienced Reading teacher, Mrs. Null, who 
will be the substitute for 
Mrs. Duffy. 

READING = GET SMART!  

GET SMART = READING! 

Support Services 
It’s Not In To Be Out! 

We are challenging our 
students and families of 
Mary C. Snow West Side 
Elementary to GET UP, 
STEP UP, and SHOW UP! 

In an effort to increase the attendance of our students we 
are beginning a school wide attendance challenge. Daily 
the 3 classrooms with the most students on time and in 
attendance will be acknowledged. The grade level at the 
end of the week with the most on time and in attendance 
will win the incentive for the following week. Reminder 
that the tardy bell rings at 7:30 a.m., after that time 
students are considered tardy. 

Incentives will be chosen from the 102 Classroom 
Rewards Sheet – students with perfect attendance from 
the winning grade will select the incentive for the class. 

Related Arts 

Art 

The students have been experimenting with watercolor 
paint. They have learned how to create and blend a 
sunset. We will be moving into our sculpture unit which 
includes clay hand building and 3D art projects. We will 
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also look into paper weaving and how it can create 
texture and patterns. 

Music 

Hanshew 

Mrs. Hanshew’s music classes have been very busy this 
month! In pre-school and kindergarten, we’ve been 
focusing the concept of loud and quiet. The first and 
second graders have been busy reading new rhythms. In 
second grade, our focus has been on the new vocabulary 
words “piano” and “forte.” The fourth graders have been 
busy with a new rhythm called “ti-tika” and a fun singing 
game called “Hogs in the Cornfield.” The fifth graders are 
preparing for their upcoming drumming performance at 
Family Night on February 24! 

Schuda 

Mrs. Schuda’s 3-5 music classes have been celebrating 
MLK Jr. Day and the Lunar New year by creating 
compositions using Orff instruments. We have also made 
a connection between the Olympics, going on now in 
China, and Lunar New Year. For the rest of February, we 
will be learning a Valentine song, hopefully with ukulele 
accompaniment and will celebrate Black History month 
with the songs of the underground railroad and how they 
showed enslaved people the way to freedom. 

Our K-2 classes have been exploring winter activities 
using hi and low and the scale. We have been playing the 
songs on boomwhackers and hand bells and then using 
movements of winter sports to show the pace between. 

For Lunar New year, fan and dragon dances have been a 
hit. We have included them in stories and songs using so-
mi. In the coming weeks we plan to review known 
rhythm patterns as well as adding more so-mi songs for 
Valentine’s Day and Black History month. 

Tucker 

Mr. Tucker’s is working on xylophones. Students are 
creating their own compositions using the Pentatonic 
scale. Mrs. West class is working on a xylophone piece to 
be featured in this year’s All-County Chorus concert. The 
concert will be at the Municipal Auditorium on March 
31st, 2022 and begin at 7:00 p.m. 

Gym 

Mr. Dutton is working on basketball skills. Basic dribbling 
and passing skills. I’m working on teaching my students 
to switch between each hand. 

2nd - 5th Grade Visit the Clay Center 
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